


PROBLEM SPACE
The Brickyard 400 is a NASCAR race at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
(IMS). It brought NASCAR to Indianapolis and everyone loved it. As celebrity 
drivers such as Dale Earnhart  Jr. and Jeff Gordon started retiring and fans 
got older, attendance at events began dropping. It’s estimated that just over 
30,000 fans were in attendance for the 2018 race. In addition to attendance 
dropping, there is a lack of fans in the younger generations causing a huge 
drop in interest of the series.



audience
Young adults between the ages 18-30. Brickyard 400 attendance has been 
down over the past 10 years and a big part of that is the lack of interest from 
young adults. As of 2015, only 9% of the overall NASCAR audience fits into the 
18-34 age demographic. 

research
• 84% of millennials attend music festivals to escape the daily grind
• Nearly half (45%) of music festival fans are millennials
• 14.7 Million millennials go to at least one U.S. music festival every year
• People travel an average of 903 miles to go to a U.S. music festival
• The average age of a NASCAR fan is 58 years old
• Only 9% of the overall NASCAR audience fits into the 18-34 age range
• Younger demographics tend to not be attracted to the racing format 
  because races require 4 hours of viewing on average



solution
OCTANE is a 3-day music festival at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
during the Brickyard 400 race weekend. It is a great opportunity to 
attract a younger audience to the track where they can enjoy live music 
as well as be exposed to everything NASCAR has to offer out of a race 
experience. This multi-genre festival hints at the race through the name. 
“Octane” is a component of fuel that, at higher levels, allows engines 
to burn it slower and much hotter than the average fuel. Along with the 
name, the red, white, and blue color palette and energetic aesthetic 
makes this dynamic brand and festival a very plausible solution.



the meaning behind 
other festival names
LOLLAPALOOZA
“Lollapalooza” is an American slang 
term meaning “an extraordinary or 
unusual thing, person, or event; an 
exceptional example or instance.” 
Farrell reportedly got the term from 
The Three Stooges, though nobody’s 
been able to find the episode yet.

BONNAROO
The four-day fest takes place on open 
farmland, hearkening back to New 
York’s Woodstock, but “bonnaroo” is 
Cajun slang, bringing to mind New 
Orleans and zydeco music. Festival 
co-founder Jonathan Mayers came 
across the word on the Dr. John 
album Desitively Bonnaroo, liked 
the way it sounded, and liked it even 
more when he found out it means 
“good stuff” or “good times.”

VANS WARPED TOUR
The first Vans Warped Tour was 
almost called “The Bomb” until 
the tragedy of the Oklahoma City 
bombing on April 19, 1995 forced 
festival founder Kevin Lyman 
to find a new name. He turned 
to Transworld Publications for 
permission to borrow the title of 
their board-sports-centric Warp 
Magazine under the agreement 
that he wouldn’t start a magazine 
(and they wouldn’t start a music 
festival). Bonus name fact: Vans, the 
shoe company that has sponsored 
the tour since 1996, was originally 
called The Van Doren Rubber 
Company, after founding brothers 
Paul and James Van Doren.

SASQUATCH!
Like the legendary ape-man whose 
name it bears, this festival is an 
institution in the Pacific Northwest. 
The beast Sasquatch takes his 
name from the word for “wild men” 
in Halkomelem (Salishan), a native 
language of the Pacific Northwest.

COACHELLA
The official name is the Coachella 
Valley Music and Arts Festival, but 
people refer to it as just “Coachella.” 
The namesake city’s website explains 
that “Coachella” is actually the 
result of a printer’s misreading of 
“Conchilla,” a Spanish word paying 
honor to the little shells found nearby.



mind maps
I analyzed both the Brickyard 400 as well as the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway to explore possible names for the music festival.



La Vitesse (Speed)
Brique (Brick)
Etape (Final)

Estrada (Speedway)
Olaria (Brickyard)
Tijolo (Brick)
Rapidez (Speed)

Veloce (Fast)
Mattone (Brick)
Autostrada (Speedway)

French

Portuguese

Italian

word associations
Brickyard
Yard of Bricks
Kissing the Bricks
400 Miles
400 Fest
Four Hundred Fest
Brick Fest
Brickyard Fest
_____ at the Brickyard
Donuts
Burnout
Final
Finale

Blowout
Spectacle
Stage
Greatest Spectacle
Final Stage
Speedway
Speed
Fast
Horsepower
Bridgestone
Goodyear
Octane
Carburetor



octane
What is it?
Octane is a hydrocarbon and an alkane with the chemical formula C8H18, and 
the condensed structural formula CH3(CH2)6CH3.

Why does that matter?
Gasoline with an optimal octane rating performs best in an engine designed 
to run on that octane level.

What does octane do for your car?
A “high-performance engine” has a higher compression ratio and requires 
higher-octane fuel to prevent it from prematurely igniting fuel before the spark 
plug does it.

Overheard at the local track:
 “High octane fuels burn slower.”
 “I need the highest octane so I can max out my timing.”



Visual language
Going off of the name OCTANE, the visual language is intended to be very fluid 
and organic. Much like a splash of oil or gasoline in a puddle, the images 
become distorted and show different colors through this manipulation.



Digital manipulation
Using different methods of digital manipulation, things such as motion, 
sound, and fluidity, were explored.

Using printed pages, a scanner was used to create different physical 
manipulations ranging from simple to illegible.

physical manipulation



Starting with black and white photography, I explored different ways to 
show chromatic aberration (offset) through image shift and manipulation.

photo manipulationtexture exploration
I explored warping both lines and text to create another layer of interest. 
I also explored different colors to see how far the system could be pushed.



Final brand elements



wordmark

typography
license plate regular
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

Oswald Regular
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890

The red, white, and blue color palette gives a subtle nod back to the 
origin of NASCAR and the idea of it being an All-American sport.

color

#00ffff

#000000

#ff0000

#ffffff



image style
• Black + White photography
• Chromatic Aberration (offset)

Texture
Using typography, textures were created to add another layer of visual 
interest to creative. The texture can be using in conjunction with the 
wordmark or it can be used as a subtle background texture.



Final Deliverables



poster credentials
Using color as an easy way to identify security clearance levels, the 
credentials have been broken up into three main categories that will be 
used during the event.



Friday

saturday

sunday

3-day

wristbands t-shirt



billboardwater bottle



Bus stop


